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Course Code: MW 250
Course Title: Midwifery Protocols

Credits: 1.0

Course Description:
In this course, students explore the difference between protocols and practice guidelines including the legal implications for
midwives and patients. Students explore the elements that are necessary to design practice protocols or guidelines for all
aspects of midwifery care: antepartum care, intrapartum care, newborn care, postpartum, and well woman care. As the
North American Registry of Midwives and many states require either practice protocols or guidelines, this course is essential
for student midwives learning how to draft their own upon graduation to be used in their own private practice.

Learning Objectives

Introduction to the Midwives Model of Care.  (http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/define.aspx)

Learning objectives are identified through the linking of MEAC Essential Competencies and the NCM Degree Qualification
Profile.

Learning Activities

1. Student reads appropriate sections from the Learning Materials/Resources.
2. Student answers the questions listed in the didactic assessments by researching the learning materials/resources for the

course and correctly citing the sources and page numbers for each of their answers.
3. Student presents the answers to the questions listed in the didactic assessments for review by preceptor.
4. Student participates in preceptor elaboration/discussion of didactic assessments.
5. Student participates in recommended role-playing and/or clinical interactions

Note: The clinical requirement of NARM /Clinical Skills is completed at any time throughout the ASM apprenticeship during
actual clinical practice and is NOT a requirement to complete this academic course. Typical clinical manifestations of
knowledge learned in this course are identified in the learning objective document above.

Learning Materials / Resources:

Please use textbooks less than 5 years old or most recent edition.

1. Instructions for Completing the Emergency Transfer/Transport Form and Instructions for completing the Practice
Guidelines

2. North American Registry of Midwives Website. CPM Practice Guidelines. 2017. http://narm.org/faq/cpm-practice-
guidelines/  (http://narm.org/faq/cpm-practice-guidelines/)

3. Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA) website. 2017. Direct-entry state laws and regulations. http://mana.org/
(http://mana.org/)  and Essential documents.

4. National Association of Certified Professional Midwives Website. Essential Documents: Standards for Practice. 2004.
http://nacpm.org/Resources/nacpm-standards.pdf  (http://nacpm.org/Resources/nacpm-standards.pdf)

5. American College of Nurse-Midwives Website. Code of ethics and explanatory statements.
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http://www.midwife.org/index.asp?bid=59&cat=2&button=Search  (http://www.midwife.org/index.asp?

bid=59&cat=2&button=Search)

6. New Zealand College of Midwives Website. 2017. Quality Practice: Standards of
Practice. http://www.midwife.org.nz/index.cfm/1,108,html  (http://www.midwife.org.nz/index.cfm/1,108,html)

7. New Mexico Midwives Association and the Public Health Division of the Department of Health. Practice Guidelines for
New Mexico Midwives-2008 edition. NM Department of Health. 2008.
http://www.health.state.nm.us/pdf/NMMA%20Practice%20Guidelines%202008.pdf
(http://www.health.state.nm.us/pdf/NMMA%20Practice%20Guidelines%202008.pdf)

8. Tennessee Midwives Association Website. 2001. Practice Guidelines.
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/health/attachments/g5062255.pdf
(https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/health/attachments/g5062255.pdf)

9. Florida Emergency Transfer Form

(http://www.midwiferycollege.org/AcademicProgram/Downloads/ASM/Academics/Syllabi/protocols/frm_EmergencyCarePlan.pdf)

10. MEAC Abbreviated NARM Skills
Form: http://www.midwiferycollege.org/AcademicProgram/Downloads/ASM/Clinical/FormNARMSkills.pdf
(http://www.midwiferycollege.org/AcademicProgram/Downloads/ASM/Clinical/FormNARMSkills.pdf)

11. MEAC Essential Competencies: http://www.midwiferycollege.org/downloads/worddocs/Curriculum-Checklist-of-
EssentialCompetencies-rev-2014.pdf  (http://www.midwiferycollege.org/downloads/worddocs/Curriculum-Checklist-of-

EssentialCompetencies-rev-2014.pdf)

12. Midwives Model of Care®: http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/brochures.aspx  (http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/brochures.aspx)

13.  (http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/brochures.aspx) Students must find 1 article/study less than 5 years old. Recommended
internet links as needed for latest developments in midwifery care: https://www.midwiferycollege.edu/resources-national-
college-of-midwi  (https://www.midwiferycollege.edu/resources-national-college-of-midwi)

Evaluation Tools / Methods:

Minimum passing grade for all courses is a cumulative 80% / B-. Students and preceptors are encouraged to work together
until the student masters the information.

Grades are not recorded until both the student and preceptor submit end of trimester evaluations.

The student's final grade for the course is based on preceptor evaluation of the following:

1. The preceptor evaluates each answer based on NCM rubrics.
2. Student’s answers should reflect a thorough review of current literature regarding best current practices in midwifery

care.
3. Each answer should be formed in the student’s own words or paraphrased from the text. The answer should be minimal,

not a rewrite of the entire text, but enough to show appropriate comprehension of the learning objective.
4. Student identification of sources and page numbers for each of the didactic assessments. (Preceptor should do a

random check to determine that sources cited are correctly identified.)

Course credit: One Academic credit equals approximately 15 hours of formal time plus 30 hours of additional study or
homework. Formal time is defined as the amount of time taken to answer the assignments to the level of 80% and to
complete any learning activities to the preceptor's satisfaction, including any time spent face to face with the preceptor.
Informal time includes any time spent actively reading relevant sources and textbook/s, researching Learning Objectives,
and studying for examinations.
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